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of each House in order to relieve the Speaker of his duty of designating a Money Bill. There were distinct advantages to be derived from this procedure, as opposed to the procedure of Mr. Asquith's Act of 1911. Furthermore over matters affecting the House of Lords, as a part of the Constitution, the old power of veto was to be restored. These suggestions, which made a very vital thrust at the disastrous worship of the elective principle, were doomed to fail for many reasons. The chief was the shameful lack of any purpose or unanimity within the Conservative Party. In an attempt to vindicate one principle the Party had sacrificed so many that it was impotent.
If party leadership has any relation to a capacity to control a group of men, here was a sickening revelation. In the first place the attack was launched at an unpropitious moment. It gave the impression that the Government was doing something, because something was expected. The truculent support of the late Lord Birkenhead, who intimated that the measure would be forced through in the lifetime of the existing Parliament, hardly improved the situation. He had used the occasion of his speech in the House of Lords for the most amusing and incisive of his regular attacks on the unfortunate Lord Parmoor. It created the impression that the most important parade of political principle since the War was a mere debating point.
More damning than the cavalier attitude was the display of lack of principle within the ranks. The latent Whiggery among the younger men came rising to the surface. Mr. Duff Cooper seized the opportunity to remind his leaders that it was "no academic" discussion and "that a House of Lords had to be efficient as well as popular.'* Such casuistry required no comment. Such criteria marked in any case the end of statesmanship and should have exemplified the reason why party politics were doomed to fail* Only by accepting the principle of the political "trimmer" to have no principle, could such remarks be pardoned. In